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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. > 

i 

l ifiting of Claims ; 



1 .(PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 

portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 
a top wall; 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 

container threading; and 

at least one flexible anti-backoff member extending circumferentially on the 
skirt in a region of the closure threading and being arranged and configured to deflect and 
frictionally engage the container threading between the anti-backoff member and the 
closure threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the 
container; 

wherein an angular i n cl i nation a lead angle of the at least one anti-backoff 
member is different from a i i angula r inc li nat i on a lead angle of the closure threading. 
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2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closure of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
anti-backoff member forms an integral extension of a portion of the closure threading. 

3. (PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 
portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 

a top wall; 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 
container threading; and 

at least one flexible anti-backoff member formed in a region of the closure 
threading and being arranged and configured to deflect and f nationally engage the 
container threading between the anti-backoff member and the closure threading to resist 
movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the container; 

wherein the at least one anti-backoff member is oriented generally parallel 
to the top wall of the closure. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closure of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
anti-backoff member forms an integral extension of an uppermost portion of the closure 
threading. 
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5. (PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container h aving a neck 
portion and container threadin g formed thereon, comprising: 

a top wall; 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and havi ng closure threading 
^ formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to thre adablv engage the 

) container threading: and 

at least one anti-backoff member extending circumferent iaHv on the skirt in 
a region of the closure threading and being arranged and confi gured to f rictionallv engage 
the container threading between the anti-backoff member and the closure thr eading to 
resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the container 

wherein an angular inclination of the at least one anti-b ackoff member is 
different from an angular inclination of the closure threading, and th e at least one anti- 
backoff member forms an integral extension of an uppe rmost portion of the closure 
threading and The cl o sur e of c l aim 4, wher ei n th e a t l eas t one a n ti - backoff member is 
oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closure of claim 1, wherein the closure 
threading is segmented into a plurality of circumferentially spaced closure threading 
groups, and wherein at least one of the closure threading groups has the at least one anti- 
backoff member associated therewith. 
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7. (PRESENTLY AMENDED) The closure of claim 6, wherein the at least one 
anti-backoff member forms an integral extension of a portion of the closure threading in at 
least one of the closure threading groups . 

8. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 7, wherein the at least one anti-backoff 
member is oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closure of claim 6, wherein the at least one 
anti-backoff member forms an integral extension of an uppermost portion of the closure 
threading in at least one of the closure threading. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 9, wherein the at least one anti-backoff 
member is oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

1 1 .(ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 1 , wherein the at least one anti-backoff 

member has a depth relative to an inner surface of the annular skirt that exceeds a depth 
of the closure threading relative to the inner surface of the annular skirt. 
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12. (PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 
portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 

a top wall: 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadablv engage the 
container threading, the closure threading being segmented into a plurality of 
circumferentlallv spaced closure threading groups: 

Th e closur e of c l a i m 6 furth e r comprising a plurality of anti-backoff members 
each formed in a region of the closure threading in at least one of the closure threading 
groups , extending circumferentially on the skirt and being arranged and configured to 
frictionallv engage the container threading between the anti-backoff member and the 
closure threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the 
container; 

wherein an angular inclination of the at least one anti-backoff member is 
different from an angular inclination of the closure threading . 

13. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closure of claim 12, wherein the 
plurality of anti-backoff members form integral extensions of a portion of the closure 
threading in at least one of the closure threading groups. 
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14. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 13, wherein the plurality of anti-backoff 
members are oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The closure of claim 12, wherein the 
plurality of anti-backoff members form integral extensions of an uppermost portion of the 
closure threading in at least one of the closure threading groups. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 15, wherein the plurality of anti-backoff 
members are oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

1 7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A closure for use with a container having 
a neck portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 

a top wall; 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 
container threading; and 

a plurality of anti-backoff members formed in a region of the closure 
threading and being arranged and configured to frictionally engage the container threading 
between the anti-backoff member and the closure threading to resist movement of the 
closure once secured onto the neck of the container; 
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wherein the closure threading is segmented into a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced closure threading groups, and wherein at least one of the closure 
threading groups has at least one of the anti-backoff members associated therewith; 

wherein the plurality of anti-backoff members are formed in a region of the 
closure threading in at least one of the closure threading groups; 

wherein each of the plurality of anti-backoff members has a depth relative to 
an inner surface of the annular skirt that exceeds a depth of the closure threading relative 
to the inner surface of the annular skirt. 



1 8.(PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 

portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 
a top wall; 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 
container threading; and 

at least one anti-backoff member formed as an integral extension of a portion 
of the closure threading and extending in a circumferential direction about the annular skirt, 
the at least one anti-backoff member being arranged and configured to f rictionally engage 
the container threading in an axial direction on the skirt between the anti-backoff member 
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and the closure threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck 
of the container; 

wherein a lead angle of the at least one anti-backoff member is different from 
a lead angle of the closure threading . 




19.(PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 

portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 



a top wall: 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 
container threading: and 

at least one anti-backoff member formed as an integral extension of a portion 
of the closure threading and extending in a circumferential direction about the annular skirt, 
the at least one anti-backoff member being arranged and configured to frictionallv encage 
the container threading in an axial direction on the skirt between the anti-backoff member 
and the closure threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck 
of the container : 

Th e closur e of cla i m 1 0, w herein the at least one anti-backoff member is 
oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 
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20.(ORIGINAL) 



The closure of claim 18, wherein the closure threading is 



segmented into a plurality of circumferentially spaced closure threading groups, and 
wherein at least one of the closure threading groups has at least one of the anti-backoff 
members associated therewith. 



member forms an integral extension of a portion of the closure threading in at least one of 
the closure threading groups and extends in a circumferential direction about the annular 
skirt. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 21 , wherein the at least one anti-backoff 
member is oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

23. (PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 
portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 

a top wall; 

an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 
container threading; and 
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The closure of claim 20, wherein the at least one anti-backoff 
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at least one anti-backoff member formed as an integral extension of a portion 
of the closure threading and extending in a circumferential direction about the annular skirt, 
the at least one anti-backoff member being arranged and configured to f rictionally engage 
the container threading between the anti-backoff member and the closure threading to 
resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the container; 

wherein the at least one anti-backoff member has a depth relative to an inner 
surface of the annular skirt that exceeds a depth of the closure threading relative to the 
inner surface of the annular skirt; 

wherein a lead anole of the at least one anti-backoff member is different from 
a lead angle of the closure threading . 

24. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 20 further comprising a plurality of anti- 
backoff members formed in at least one of the closure threading groups. 

25. (ORIGINAL) The closure of claim 24, wherein the plurality of anti-backoff 
members are oriented generally parallel to the top wall of the closure. 

26. (PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure for use with a container having a neck 
portion and container threading formed thereon, comprising: 

a top wall; 
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an annular skirt depending from the top wall and having closure threading 
formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to threadably engage the 
container threading; and 

a plurality of anti-backoff members each formed as an integral extension of 
a portion of the closure threading and extending in a circumferential direction about the 
annular skirt, each anti-backoff member being arranged and configured to frictionally 
engage the container threading between the anti-backoff member and the closure 
threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the container; 

wherein the closure threading is segmented into a plurality of circumf erentially 
spaced closure threading groups, and wherein at least one of the closure threading groups 
has at least one of the anti-backoff members associated therewith; 

wherein each of the plurality of anti-backoff members has a depth relative to 
an inner surface of the annular skirt that exceeds a depth of the closure threading relative 
to the inner surface of the annular skirt; 

wherein a lead anole of each of the anti-backoff memb ers is different from 
a, lead angle pf the closure threading. 

27.(PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure and container assembly, comprising: 

a container having a neck portion and container threading formed thereon; 
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a closure having a top wall, an annular skirt depending from the top wall and 
having closure threading formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to 
threadably engage the container threading; and 

at least one flexible anti-backoff member extending circumferentially in a 
region of one of the closure threading and the container threading and being arranged and 
configured to deflect and frictionally engage the other of the container threading and the 
closure threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck of the 
container; 

wherein an angu l ar inclinat i o n a lead angle of the at least one anti-backoff 
member is different from an angu l ar inclination a lead angle of at least one of the closure 
threading and the container threading. 

28. (ORIGINAL) The assembly of claim 27 wherein the anti-backoff member is 
formed on the neck portion of the container. 

29. (ORIGI NAL) The assembly of claim 27 wherein the anti-backoff member is 
formed on the annular skirt of the closure. 
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30.(PRESENTLY AMENDED) A closure and container assembly, comprising: 

a container having a neck portion and container threading formed thereon; 
a closure having a top wall, an annular skirt depending from the top wall and 
having closure threading formed on an inner surface thereof configured and arranged to 
threadably engage the container threading; and 

at least one anti-backoff member formed as an integral extension of a portion 
of the closure threading and extending in a circumferential direction about the annular skirt, 
the at least one anti-backoff member being arranged and configured to fractionally engage 
the container threading in an axial direction on the skirt between the anti-backoff member 
and the closure threading to resist movement of the closure once secured onto the neck 
of the container! 

wherein a lead angle of the at least one anti-backoff member is different from 
a lead angle of the closure threading . 

31 .(CANCELED) 

32.(PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 27 wherein the at least 
one anti-backoff member is oriented generally parallel to the top wall when the closure is 
secured onto the neck of the container. 
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33.(NEW) The assembly of claim 30 wherein the at least one anti-backoff member is 
flexible and deflects when engaged with the container threading. 



-15- 



PAGE 19/25 • RCVD AT 1 1/20/2003 8:09:11 AM (Eastern Standard Time] • 8VR:UBPTO-EFXRF-1/0 • DM8:8729302 • CSID: 513 241 8234 • DURATION (mm-ss):07-06 



